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There are several reasons why the career of Sir William Brockington is of 
particular interest to the historian of Education and to all those acquainted 
with the educational system which we see around us in Leicestershire today.r 

In the first place, Brockington was Director of Education for no less 
than forty-four years. No Director anywhere in England has held office for 
so long a time and none is likely to do so in the future. It is therefore well 
worth asking how this came about, and with what results. Secondly, 
Brockington became a figure of national importance in education, but it is 
only through the use of local record material that one can begin to appreciate 
the full extent of his contribution. And finally, in dealing with the career of 
a near-contemporary, it may perhaps be possible to demonstrate the value 
of local sources even for quite recent history. There are the extensive minutes 
and other records of the county council and its education and other com
mittees; and, in particular, there is the very large number of official reports 
which Brockington himself wrote in the course of his long period as Director 
of Education.2 How far, in fact, from a consideration of Brockington's 
educational policies and the record of his official actions, is it possible to 
obtain a true impression of his character and achievements? 

The title and conception of a "Director of Education" was altogether a 
new one in 1903 when Brockington was appointed. The county council, 
which had been set up in 1888, had exercised certain powers in respect of 
what was called technical education in the 1890s. It aided adult classes in 
technical subjects and also did a great deal to help to revive the grammar 
schools in the county, which for various reasons were languishing towards 
the end of the last century. Then, under the terms of the Balfour Education 
Act of 1902, the council became responsible not only for technical and 
secondary education, but for elementary education as well. The borough of 
Leicester was, of course, a separate education authority and Loughborough 
retained control of its elementary schools, but, apart from that, the county 
council had full responsibility under the general direction of the Board of 
Education in London for all types of education in its area. 

Without going into the details of the state of education in 1902, it may 
suffice to say that the greatest need of the time was for co-ordination. This 
was why the county council decided to advertise for a Director, and much 
was clearly going to depend on the wisdom of their choice. For in an area 
of widely-scattered population like Leicestershire, it was obviously not going 

45 



46 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHlr.OLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

to be possible for a voluntary body of laymen-that is, the county education 
committee-to control every detail. They would have to be concerned with 
the major issues of policy. Many boroughs by contrast (at least at first) 
appointed secretaries of education, the implication being that the official 
was mainly concerned with recording and carrying out the decisions of the 
committee, rather than directing education or seeking to influence policy. 

It would certainly be wrong to underestimate the work done by the 
members of the county education committee, or to give the impression that 
the educational achievements of this period stemmed entirely from Brocking
ton himself. Every action taken by Brockington had to be approved, at least 
in general outline, by his committee. Nevertheless, it is fair to say that he 
took· the initiative. It was he who had the closest relationship with the 
schools on the one hand and with national policy on the other; and it was 
he who explained the issues at stake and recommended courses of action. 
The essential point seems to be that he trusted his committee, and was 
trusted by them in return. In particular, he had the firm support of two 
veteran chairmen-Sir Thomas Cope3 and Sir Robert Martin. 4 If this 
account appears to underestimate their contribution and that of many other 
individual members of the committee over the years, it will be unintentional. 

Brockington's period of office was of such an unprecedented length, 
and the changes which took place in education in the county were so 
numerous, that it will be necessary to be highly selective in the points chosen 
for discussion. It will also be convenient to divide Brockington's career into 
four phases, into which indeed it quite naturally falls: 

I The period up to the outbreak of the first world war, during which 
Brockington established the new Local Education Authority on a firm 
basis. 

IT The period of the war itself, which, short as it was, led to the introduc
tion of important new policies. 

III The interwar period, characterised above all by economic fluctuations 
-"stop-go" with a vengeance-which of course greatly affected educa
tional policies. 

IV The period of the second world war and the Education Act of 1944, 
ending with Brockington's retirement in 1947-just over twenty years 
ago. 

I 
The county council took over responsibility for education under the 1902 
Act on 1 July 1903. In April of that year, the finance committee of the 
council reported: 

"Your Committee, after careful consideration, considered it necessary 
that a Director of Education should be appointed, and they therefore 
advertised for such an officer, salary £500 with £50 for Travelling 
Expenses, age between 30 and 40, no pension. Sixty applications were 
received, and your Committee, after carefully considering the same 
and interviewing six Candidates, recommend the appointment of Mr. 
William Allport Brockington, M.A., whose testimonials are sent here
with. "s 
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aetat. suae c. 50. 
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aetat. suae c. 74. 
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There were some interesting features about this appointment. In the first 
place, Brockington was only 32,6 and, perhaps surprisingly, he did not have 
a public school background, nor had he been to Oxford or Cambridge. He 
had been educated at King Edward's School and Mason University College 
in Birmingham, soon to become an independent university but at that time 
preparing candidates for the external London degree. Brockington had 
taken a First in English and then stayed on as a lecturer. Then in 1898 he 
had been appointed principal of the Victoria Institute at Worcester, which 
consisted of a full-time secondary day school and a part-time evening school 
with classes in commercial and technical subjects for older students. In this 
way, Brockington was able to gain experience of the whole range of higher 
education as it was then conceived. He was abreast of the latest develop
ments in education and was conversant with the complex system of govern
ment grants which operated at this time. At any rate, the Board of Education 
grants to the Institute doubled during Brockington's principalship, and this 
must surely have commended itself to the appointing committee. 

Brockington's immediate task was to centralize the administration in 
the new county education officer in Leicester. There was before 1902 a large 
number of small rural school boards and attendance committees in the 
comity. These had been abolished by the 1902 Act and in the first year or 
so of Brockington's period of office, the various clerks to the school boards 
were superannuated and the school attendance officers up and down the 
county were either dismissed or given fresh employment as officials of the 
new LE.A. By 1915 there were separate departments in the county educa
tion office for finance, buildings, technical subjects, school attendance, 
agricultural subjects and medical inspection, with a total staff of 38. 

Meanwhile, the county education committee called for reports on 'the 
state of elementary and secondary education in the county.7 These reports 
revealed a number of major problems. First, on the elementary side, there 
was the problerri of the voluntary church schools. A small number of schools 
had been built by the rural school boards before 1902 and were then taken 
over by the county council. But much the greatest number of elementary 
schools were run by the Church of England. Under the provisions of the 
1902 Act they were now able to receive money from the rates, in addition 
to government grant which was all they had been able to claim before. 
There was much leeway to be made up as regards buildings and staff. The 
county council now became responsible for paying the salaries of teachers in 
church schools and helping to maintain the buildings. The county council 
also became largely responsible for supplying new elementary schools in 
those parts of the county where continued development had rendered the 
church schools inadequate to cope with the demand. Even so, there were in 
1915 only 74 council schools, compared with 189 church schools in the 
county, and all of the latter could claim some measure of independence from 
the county council. 

Another major problem on the elementary side was that of staffing the 
schools. The number of uncertificated teachers was much greater than the 
certificated. In addition there were many unqualified supplementary teachers 
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and an equally large number of pupil-teachers aged between 14 and 18. 
Brockington was a firm supporter of the policy of raising the entrance 
qualifications of elementary-school teachers. The pupil-teacher system was 
increasingly felt in enlightened educational circles to have outlived its useful
ness. It would be far better, it was now thought, to recruit teachers at the 
age of 16, after they had spent some years in a secondary school. Hence it 
was decided at national level to forbid the employment of pupil-teachers 
under the age of 16. The remedy was a drastic one and the benefit was not 
felt until after the first world war. The immediate result was to cut off the 
supply of pupil-teachers from the elementary schools (most of whose pupils 
left at 13 or 14) and there were not at first sufficient secondary school students 
choosing to become teachers to fill the gap. Nevertheless, in the long run, 
the insistence on a longer period of general education before beginning 
specialised teacher-training must be counted as a distinct advance, leading 
to definite gains in the development of teaching as a profession. 

So far as secondary education was concerned, the county council had 
already, as has been mentioned, been giving financial help to grammar 
schools in the county before 1902-and it will be recalled that at this date 
the term "secondary" was confined solely to grammar-school education. 
The largest schools were at Loughborough and Ashby-de-la-Zouch, where 
there were separate boys' and girls' schools with between 80 and 140 pupils 
each. The biggest of the remaining schools was at Market Bosworth with 
63 on the roll. These numbers were small even by early twentieth-century 
standards and Brockington regretted that there were no really major grammar 
school foundations in the county. But if there were no King Edward VI 
schools, he was determined that there should at least be some of King Edward 
VII. New schools bearing this title were set up at Coalville and Melton 
Mowbray and a new school was built at Market Harborough to house the 
school which had originated tl1ere early in the seventeenth century. 8 

These tl1ree schools were under the complete control of the county 
council. A further three schools-those at Barrow-upon-Soar, Kibworth 
Beauchamp and Lutterworth9-entered into closer association with the 
county council, which became the trustee, appointing the majority of the 
governors in return for increased financial help amounting to virtually 
complete maintenance. The other grammar schools in the county received 
smaller grants and, at any rate for the moment, retained greater indepen
dence. Brockington was the key figure in the complex negotiations with 
school governors, the administrators of ancient charities and the Board of 
Education, which were necessary to accomplish this reorganisation of 
secondary education. And-since it was the county council which took the 
main initiative and provided most of the extra money needed-it naturally 
reaped the advantages of closer control over the schools. 

Thus at the outbreak of war in 1914, the public provision of both 
elementary and secondary education had been greatly improved. So far as 
technical education was concerned, the main changes were at Loughborough, 
whose industrial development was proceeding rapidly. Adult technical 
classes, which had been going on in Loughborough since at least 1890, were 
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put on a new basis when a technical institute was set up in a building pre
viously used as municipal offices and a library. This was in 1909, and from 
this small beginning, as we shall see, was to develop the technological 
university which we know today. 

In all this activity one may remark on the unflagging energy and effici
ency shown by Brockington. He was no desk-bound administrator and his 
use of the then recent invention of the motor-car was characteristic. 10 He 
made a point of visiting every school in the county at least once a year, and 
he did not hesitate in his reports to the education committee to comment not 
only on administrative policies but also on problems of teaching and curri
cula. In particular, he set up centres for the teaching of cookery and wood
work, and was a keen supporter of the teaching of gardening, which he saw 
as one way of trying to stop the drift from the land. Neither the members of 
the education committee, nor school managers and governors-nor indeed 
the individual teacher in the classroom-could have for long been unaware of 
the presence of their vigorous Director. 

II 
The outbreak of the first world war naturally prevented any further expan
sion of most of the developments mentioned above. Many of the adminis
trative and teaching staff joined the armed forces and in 1915 Brockington 
himself, although then aged 44, volunteered for military service, but was 
refused on medical grounds. He then joined the territorial arniy and 
commanded the second voluntary brigade of the Leicestershire Regiment, 
attaining the rank of major. He helped to organise cadet forces in the city 
and county grammar schools and gave a large number of instructional 
lectures; also at this time he wrote a book on Elements of Military Education 
for use in training officers and cadets. In 1917 he was awarded the O.B.E. 
for his contribution to the war effort. rr 

There was, moreover, another sphere in which Brockington made an 
important contribution, and that was in helping to start courses for munition 
workers in Loughborough. The governors of the Loughborough Technical 
Institute had appointed a new principal in 1915, Dr. Herbert Schofield,12 

whose appointment coincided with an urgent national demand for more 
munitions for the armed forces. The institute at this time had only one 
workshop, and that was inadequately equipped, but Schofield, Brockington 
and Alderman Bumpus,13 chairman of the governors, personally guaranteed 
the sum of £1,000 to be spent on second-hand machinery to equip a new 
machine shop, which opened in the spring of 1917. In the course of that 
year a new block, containing aero-engine testing and research laboratories 
and other specialist rooms, was opened with the financial help of the Ministry 
of Munitions, and in 1918 another block with workshops of various kinds 
was built. In this way an "instructional factory", as it was called, was estab
lished which by the end of the war had trained over 2,000 munition workers 
(mainly women), t.he Ministry of Munitions having spent over £150,000. 

The principle adhered to from the beginning was that the trainees should 
use the types of machine on which they would be employed on completing 
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their training. Furthermore, sub-contracts were obtained so that shell cases 
and other military equipment could be made as an integral part of the 
training. This was the principle of "training on production" which later 
became a vital part of technical education in Loughborough. 

Brockington and the new principal, Dr. Schofield, were quick to see 
the potentialities for peace-time education of the new buildings and equip
ment financed by the Ministry of Munitions during the war. In 1918, the 
principal announced the inauguration of five-year full-time diploma courses 
in engineering, with the essential features that instruction was to take the 
form of alternate weeks in the workshops and lecture rooms, and that 
students would train on actual production work, as successfully done in 
training the munition workers during the war. The new diploma rapidly 
established itself as equivalent to a number of professional qualifications, 
and, eventually, to a degree. With the support of his committee and of 
Schofield, Brockington eventually succeeded in getting the government 
departments to hand over to the county council on very favourable terms 
the buildings and equipment provided during the war, and he also persuaded 
the Board of Education to contribute towards the normal running costs. 

There was one other aspect of education during the war which deserves 
comment. Owing to the shortage of teachers, made more severe by war-time 
conditions, Brockington began to consider whether economies might not be 
made in staffing, particularly in those villages where there were two elemen
tary schools both doing similar work in undersized classes. The waste of 
teaching resources in a situation where, for example, standards V, VI and 
VII formed one small class in each of two schools in the same village was 
widely recognised. The difficulty was that in many cases where there were 
two schools in a village, one was a voluntary and the other a council school. 
In a test case in 1909 the action of the West Riding county council, which 
had attempted to direct the upper standards of a voluntary school to an 
adjoining council school, was declared by the High Court to be ultra vires.'4 

Brockington had therefore to proceed by way of persuasion and good-will, 
since there was no legal basis for the compulsory reorganisation of voluntary 
schools. 

The emergency of the war enabled him, however, to anticipate in two 
villages the kind of reorganisation which the Hadow report of 1926 was to 
advocate. In 1917 the headmaster of a department in one of the two schools 
at Enderby was called up, and Brockington persuaded the managers of the 
Church of England school in the village to admit all the senior children over 
II, while the council school admitted all the juniors. In this way the four 
departments ( each with its own head) which had previously existed were 
replaced by two, one for the senior and the other for the junior school. In 
1918 a similar arrangement was made at Mountsorrel, where two existing 
Anglican schools were reorganised into junior and senior schools, with a 
consequent saving of staff. Here was a new principle which, as we shall see, 
came in time to be adopted throughout Leicestershire, and indeed the country 
as a whole. 



SIR WILLIAM BROCKINGTON 51 

III 
When we come to the third phase of Brockington's career-the inter-war 
years-we reach what was probably his most creative period as Director of 
Education. This might appear to be somewhat unexpected, in view of the 
very serious economic difficulties of the twenties and thirties. The war 
period had already shown, however, that Brockington possessed to a remark
able degree the capacity to seize opportunities, and in the inter-war period 
he showed again his great ability to make virtues out of necessities. 1s 

The 1918 Education Act had further increased the powers of the local 
education authorities. One of the most interesting features, indeed, of the 
post-war period was the initiative taken by a number of L.E.A.s up and 
down the country in introducing new policies which were subsequently 
adopted by the Board of Education and became accepted national policy. 
Brockington expressed this point very well when he wrote in 1922 that "it is 
a commonplace of history that the earliest indications of change are generally 
to be found along the circumferences and not at the centre of the system. 
When the outer rings become agitated, the centre is touched into activity". 16 

The most important clause of the 1918 Act was the raising of the school 
leaving age to 14, which came into operation in 192r. But the Act also laid 
down two general principles which it was really up to the L.E.A.s to make 
something of. The first was that no child should be debarred from an 
education by which he could profit by reason of his inability to pay fees, and 
the second was that suitable provision should be made for older children in 
elementary schools by making available more advanced courses. 

The point about inability to pay fees made its chief impact in relation 
to the system of scholarships to secondary schools, as the grammar schools 
were then called. Scholarships had been introduced as far back as 1893, 
when the county council had used some of the money available for what 
was then termed technical education for this purpose. The system continued 
after 1902 and was expanded as part of the general increase in secondary 
school provision which we noted earlier. Indeed, Leicestershire was able to 
anticipate, by a year or two, the national ruling made in 1907, that if 
secondary schools were to receive the maximum grant from the government, 
they must award free places to at least 25 per cent of the children entering 
each year. 

Then in 1919 Brockington introduced a "general examination" for 
admission to grammar schools. Before 1919, only those children whose 
parents had specifically asked for their children to be entered for the 
examination were allowed to take it. The results of the new examination 
showed that there was a great deal of untapped ability in the elementary 
schools, and in the next few years the number of scholarships was increased 
from 45 to nearly 500. Previously, children had been able to sit the 
examination at any age between ro and 13, but now the age was fixed at rr, 
and the famous (or, as many would now say, the notorious) "n-plus examina
tion" was born. 

Unfortunately, as we all know, a serious economic crisis occurred in 
the early r92os which resulted in widespread cuts in education. Brockington 
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had to bow to the storm, and the number of scholarships was severely cut 
back-to only rno in fact in 1922. It is, however, to his lasting credit that 
Brockington continued to publish the full results of the selection examina
tions, stressing that a considerable number of children qualified to receive 
secondary education would not in fact do so owing to their inability to pay 
fees. And in 1922 he roundly declared that "the abandonment of the policy 
indicated in Section 4 of the Education Act of 1918 means a temporary halt 
in the progress of national education". 11 The economic situation improved 
from 1924 onwards, and Brockington was able to maintain the number of 
scholarships at about 300 a year. By 1932, half of the pupils in grammar 
schools in Leicestershire were free-place holders, an improvement which 
continued steadily until all fees were abolished in 1944. 

One result of the growth in the number of free-place holders was that 
the grammar schools continued to increase in size. And, as more and more 
of these schools found their resources insufficient to meet the growing 
demand for secondary education, so they came to depend increasingly on 
the county council. First, the schools at Hinckley and Ashby-de-la-Zouch 
agreed to receive the so-called "deficiency grant" from the council-which 
amounted to almost complete maintenance and control-and then Quorn 
and Market Bosworth followed suit, leaving only the Loughborough schools 
as what were now called "direct grant" schools, depending mainly on the 
exchequer rather than the local authority for financial support. Thus all 
the secondary schools in the county (apart from those at Loughborough) 
had come into the orbit of the county council. 

The 1918 Act had, as we noticed, also mentioned the need for more 
advanced courses in the elementary schools. This need became more urgent 
when the school leaving age was raised to 14 in 1921, and did not (as one 
might have expected) disappear when the number of scholarships to 
secondary schools improved. Indeed, it could be argued-and this is what 
Brockington did argue-that the coming of the general examination for 
entry to secondary schools had still further emphasized the need for more 
advanced work in the elementary schools. For, in spite of the increasing 
number of scholarships, there were many parents who declined to accept 
scholarships for their children since they were unable or unwilling to agree 
to keep them at school until 16, which was the condition laid down before 
a free place was awarded. The examination results also showed that an 
appreciable number of children were "near misses" for entry to a grammar 
school. Hence arose the idea, of which Brockington was one of the main 
exponents, that all children over 1 I should receive a secondary education, 
and that the meaning of the word "secondary" should be broadened to 
include the education of all children over II, even those not in a grammar 
school. 

Thus it was that, some years before the Harlow Report of 1926 
advocated this change as a matter of national policy, Brockington was busy 
reorganising the elementary schools in the county with the same end in view. 
The basic change was to transfer all elementary-school children over the 
age of I I to separate senior schools, which now came to be called central or 
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modern schools. This arrangement is now so familiar to us that it is easy 
to forget the long years of negotiation and persuasion which Brockington 
and other directors and members of education committees up and down the 
country had to spend to make progress in this policy. By 1939, 75 per cent 
of the elementary-school children in Leicestershire were accommodated in 
central or modern schools, and a further I 8 per cent in separate senior 
divisions of elementary schools. 18 Only 7 per cent were in completely un
reorganised "all-age" schools-a truly great achievement considering that 
every single school had to be dealt with separately, and, in particular, the 
fears of Anglican managers had to be allayed, since reorganisation very 
often meant sending children from church schools to senior schools run by 
the council. 

It would be tedious to revive the arguments used in a battle which has 
long since been won. But from the extensive series of reports which 
Brockington wrote on this problem, it is worth quoting at least one extract, 
which illustrates his <::apacity to set a problem in its context, his persuasive
ness, and indeed his eloquence in the cause of educational reform. 

"The distribution of public elementary schools, their relation to 
each other and to secondary and central schools in the same area, are 
problems which have hitherto been considered mainly from the stand
point of economy in teaching staff. They claim wider consideration than 
this. No scheme of county education can be organised efficiently which 
does not bring into account the economic and social changes that have 
occurred since schools were first distributed and the gaps in the school 
system were filled up, as a result of the Education Act of 1870. Fifty 
years have passed. No previous fifty years in the world's history have 
witnessed a similar broadening of outlook and development in the 
intellectual needs of the community. There has been an equal growth 
in the number of those children who require something beyond the 
bare essentials of a primary education. The minimum age for full-time 
education has since 1870 been raised four years, until it has now 
reached 14. By this process an average of about three age-groups has 
now been added to the smallest village school. And although ... there 
are teachers of small schools who make a virtue of necessity and turn 
it to their profit, it is only the brilliant exceptions who can personally 
supervise and efficiently instruct 20 to 30 pupils distributed into ten 
age-groups. On account of the more advanced instruction which has 
now to be provided in an elementary school, and of the number of 
pupils (increased since 1870 at least sevenfold) who have to be prepared 
for secondary schools, and also on account of the embarrassing number 
of age-groups now committed to the care of a single teacher, the re
organisation of our small county schools, and the centralisation of rural 
education in its later stages, have become matters of great moment."19 

Just as impassioned was Brockington's plea for the continued expansion of 
the college at Loughborough, which, as we noticed, had made such great 
strides during and immediately after the first world war. In this he was 
supported to the fullest possible extent by the principal, Dr. Schofield. 
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Whether the main credit for the success of the college during this period is 
to go to the one or the other is a fruitless argument. It does seem, however, 
that Brockington's contribution may have been slightly underestimated. 
After all, it was he and the chairman of the education committee who had 
to face across the committee table those members of the council who deplored 
the growing expense of the college at Loughborough. Particularly during 
the economic crises of the early 1920s, there was no lack of critics-one can 
imagine members of the finance committee sharpening their knives! 

The essence of the arguments used by the critics of the Loughborough 
development was that, while it was true that the college had won a national, 
indeed international, reputation for itself because of its advanced 
technological courses which linked theory and practice so successfully, why 
should the county pay for what benefited the whole country? Brockington's 
reply was that the college had been expanded mainly with the money 
squeezed out of the government, and the running costs were no higher than 
the county would in any case have had to find for purely local requirements. 
And to this argument he added this far-sighted appeal : 

"If, after all these considerations, there is held to be any margin 
in the expenditure at Loughborough beyond the reasonable expenditure 
which would have been incurred upon a Central Technical Institute 
commensurate with the needs of the County itself, then such a margin 
would be more than justified as a contribution to Higher Education in 
general. As the Education Authorities of this country are today con
stituted, being individual units to the number of 380, with little or no 
provincial organisation, it would be impossible by other than voluntary 
means to supply any education beyond the standard of a secondary 
school or ordinary technical school, if it were not that Local Authorities 
throughout the country have been in the habit of contributing to work 
of a university or higher technological standard. They have done this 
either by direct rate-aid or by themselves providing institutions of a 
university or higher technological character. In this spirit, a neigh
bouring City Council [i.e. Nottingham] contributes £15,000 per annum 
to its University College .. . And in this spirit, Leicestershire may be 
held to contribute towards national purposes, otherwise unattainable, 
any small margin of surplus expenditure at Loughborough". 20 

It is interesting to notice Brockington thinking in national rather than purely 
local terms. By this date, he was rapidly acquiring a national reputation. He 
was a member of the Burnham committee on teachers' salaries from its 
inception in 1919, and in 1926 he became a member of the consultative com
mittee of the Board of Education, the committee which had produced The 
education of the adolescent and, during Brockington's time on the committee, 
issued other famous reports (including The primary school (1931) and 
Secondary education (1938) ). He also became a member of the Secondary 
Schools Examination Council. His national standing was confirmed in 1928 
when at the age of 57 he was awarded the C.B.E. for his services to education. 

It is not necessary to trace in detail the following-through of the policies 
initiated in the 1920s into the 1930s. Economically, the two decades had 
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somewhat similar characteristics-a financial blizzard following from the 
world slump, the Depression, and then a revival which lasted until the 
outbreak of the second world war. Brockington was inevitably called upon 
to defend the policies of elementary school reorganisation, secondary school 
expansion and the development of the Loughborough college, but one notices 
a subtle change in the tone of his reports. He now writes as one having 
authority and his aim seems to be not so much to silence local critics as to 
provide arguments which the county council could use against the economic 
measures taken by the central government. 

This, lI!Oreover, was no sleight of hand on Brockington's part. A study 
of his numerous and lengthy reports21 of this period will convince even the 
most sceptical reader that he really had built up a highly efficient administra
tive machine and that his committee was following enlightened policies with 
the minimum of unnecessary expense. Indeed, it may be that he cut 
administrative costs almost too fine. Certainly he seems to have become 
much less concerned than he had been before the first world war with 
curricular development. It is true that he introduced the Little Bible22 (which 
he himself had edited) into the schools, but he did not in general appoint 
organisers or advisers to influence the teaching of other subjects such as 
science and physical education, as some progressive L.E.A.s were doing at 
this time. But, given the depressed state of the national economy during this 
period, it may well be thought that a concentration on purely administrative 
issues was largely unavoidable. 

IV 
The final phase of Brockington's career lasted from the outbreak of war in 
1939 until his retirement in 1947, at the astonishing age of 76. He had 
reached the age of 65 in 1936, but the question of his retirement does not 
seem to have been seriously considered. He was still full of vigour, and the 
triumvirate of Sir Robert Martin, Dr. Schofield and Brockington held full 
sway. Then no doubt the outbreak of war led to further deferment of the 
question of retirement. With the passing of a major education act in 1944 
and the ending of the war in 1945, clearly his departure could not long be 
delayed. He was, however, anxious finally to complete the reorganisation 
of the former all-age schools which he had very nearly finished when the war 
broke out. He also wished to supervise the drawing up of the council's 
development plans required by the 1944 Act.2 3 

The history of education during the war years and immediately after is 
no doubt familiar to most people, though one day the detailed record will 
have to be compiled. Such a survey cannot be attempted here, but it may 
be said that, in general, the carrying on of education during the war was 
inevitably a holding operation-undoubtedly some new policies emerged (as 
during the first world war) but they came to fruition after Brockington's 
retirement-e.g. the school meals service and the youth service. Fortunately, 
Brockington himself wrote an account of education during the war years 
in his Short Review of Education in Leicestershire 1937-1946, so there is 
no need to repeat the details here. 
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Brockington's career was now drawing to its close. In 1946 he was 
knighted for his services to education and in the following year he was 
succeeded by Mr. Stewart Mason24 and retired to Manchester. He returned 
for a short visit in 1958 to open the new secondary school at Enderby which 
bears his name. The choice of Enderby was particularly appropriate since 
that was where the idea of a separate senior school was first carried out. 
Equally appropriately, a sculpture of a badger was placed on an external 
wall of the new school at Enderby, since "Brock" was the friendly abbrevi
ation by which he was generally known.25 He died in 1959, at the age of 87. 

How is it possible to summarize so long a career in a few words? As 
this essay has tried to show, he presided over the abolition of the pupil
teacher system, the development of public control of both the church schools 
and the grammar schools, and the expansion of the scholarship system and 
of the college at Loughborough. Above all, he more than anyone else was 
responsible for the reorganization of elementary education in Leicestershire 
between the wars. Quite apart from these achievements which now belong 
to the history of education, one may also claim that in a real sense he laid 
the foundation of what we now know as the "Leicestershire Plan" of educa
tion. For by bringing to an end the all-age elementary schools well before 
the majority of English counties, and by consolidating county-council 
control over secondary education generally, he made it possible for his 
successor to pioneer new methods of secondary school organisation. 

As for Brockington's personality, it is said that "the style is the man", 
and, as explained at the beginning, reliance has mainly been placed on 
written evidence and in particular his many reports, in trying to form a 
picture of him. His early reports have perhaps a touch of smugness about 
them, but they clearly show an extremely able and efficient administrator 
at work. After the first world war, his reports show that here was a fighter, 
yet also a man with firmly-held principles working tirelessly towards 
carefully-chosen ends. And finally we have, not only an increasing note of 
authority, but also one of humanity, that of a man who has proved his points 
but can still remember the cost in terms of his battle against ignorance, 
small-mindedness and general human weakness. His essential outlook is, 
perhaps, summed up in a sentence from one of his reports of the inter-war 
period, where he was arguing the need for more advanced work for all 
children over 11 : "There is no doubt", he wrote, "that public opinion will 
gradually become educated to this fact, as it is educated in time to most 
human facts. Meanwhile, there is much need for patience and courtesy".26 
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APPENDIX 

SIR WILLIAM BROCKINGTON : A PERSONAL MEMOIR 

by 

R.H. HOLT 

No one could work long for W. A. B. without realising that his love affair with the 
English language, begun in his youth, still continued and, indeed, never left him. 
His wide reading had given him an inexhaustible fund of allusions and quotations 
on which he drew both in writing and conversation. His constant search for the 
exact words, in the right order, enlivened the dullest official paper, and he waged a 
never-ending war against jargon and those devalued expressions which so haunt 
the bureaucrat. Along with this deep knowledge of, and concern for, the language, 
he had a Macaulay-like verbal memory: he could refer by line and page to a word 
or passage in a docmnent which he had not recently ·.seen, and his important set 
speeches followed word for word, with the assistance of two or three headings on a 
post-card, the previously type-written draft. He carried this immense learning with 
modesty; it was his common practice to invite one or more colleagues to "sit in", 
when he was dictating a speech or memorandum, and to interrupt whenever they 
could suggest an improvement. Such suggestions were considered courteously on 
their merits, however slight those might be. 

The abiding loyalty which W. A. B. imparted to his senior assistants was due 
in large part to hi·s treating them as intellectual equals. About the routine work 
which went on in the lower strata of his office, however, he knew little and cared less. 
To the very end he never realised how much time and effort would be needed to put 
his decisions into effect. He could, for example, dictate for an hour or two, and 
express surprise when he came back from lunch that the resultant typescript was 
unfinished. I remember him saying of a clerk who performed some essential, though 
perhaps tedious task of keeping records, "But what does the fellow do? he's always 
writing in a big book". 

This does not mean that W. A. B. was in any way Olympian or remote; he was 
in fact extremely approachable. When in the office (he was, of course, away from his 
desk more than any Education Officer can hope to be nowadays) he would drop 
whatever he was doing to see a colleague, a County Councillor, a teacher or a 
member of the public. He might greet the announcement of a visitor privately with 
a groan or with "What the devil does he want?", but when the door opened he had 
become all affability. In one of his speeches he enjoined the officials to consider 
that however trivial or foolish some inquiry or complaint might appear to them, it 
was important to the visitor and deserved to be treated accordingly. I believe that 
he honestly attempted to live up to his own precept. 

He could, I think, permit interruption because his train of thought, although 
temporarily halted, could not be derailed. It seemed, indeed, that he could run 
simultaneously, two or three trains of thought. He could certainly switch off official 
concerns at any time, and turn to some personal matters. I spent many hours 
travelling with him to and from various business engagements, and, as I remember, 
we hardly ever, if ever, talked shop. I can still plaoe the exact spot on the road at 
which he began a discussion on the meaning of "The dead vast and middle of the 
night". It was very dark at the time! 

His extreme respect for words did not extend to numbers. He was, of course, 
acutely aware of the importance attached to figures of expenditure, especially rate
borne expenditure, by the public in general, and its elected representatives in 
particular. Mr. Seaborne has brought out how apt W. A. B. was to emphasize the 
savings resulting from educational reform. On paper he had to be reasonably precise, 
but in speech he had a way of rounding off figures upwards or downwards, as his case 
might require. Needlf!lls to say he always got away with it, but his bolder efforts 
gave his aides some nervous shocks. 
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What most endeared him to his staff was the confidence he displayed in their 
ability and versatility. The organisation of his office was unusually fluid. Each 
officer had, in theory, a defined sphere of responsibility, but "Brock" saw to it that 
the compartments were by no means watertight. He had a way, often rather discon
certing, of dropping a job into the lap of the first person he saw after thinking of it. 
As I was nearest to him, geographically, in the Education Office, I was, I suppose, 
the main sufferer, but in recollection I would not have been treated otherwise. 
"Brock's" officers were brought up to view the administration of the County as a 
whole and not only one facet of it, and there was more gratification in a word of 
praise for success in an unfatniliar subject than for doing one's own special task 
competently. 

I worked for and with W. A. B. for the greater part of my life. For the last 
twenty-odd years of his official career I was continuously close to him. He could 
be exacting, sometimes infuriating, often entertaining, but always inspiring. He 
taught me all I know about administration, and a good deal about human nature. 
No man it is said, is a hero to his valet. My relationship with "Brock" was almost 
as close as a valet's, and I cannot but be aware of his faults. I am quite sure, however, 
that he was a great man. 

NOTES 

I . This paper was read to the Leicestershire Archreological and Historical Society 
at its Annual General Meeting on 28 September 1967. It is a shortened and 
largely re-written version of a chapter contributed to Education in Leicester
shire z540-I940 (edited by Professor Brian Simon and published by the 
Leicester University Press, 1968). For information on specific points I am 
indebted to Mr. R. H . Holt, who formerly worked with Brockington in the 
County Education Office, and to Professor Fraser Brockington of Manchester 
University, who has also kindly lent the photographs of his father here repro
duced (Plates II and III). Dr. L. A. Parker and his staff at the County Record 
Office have also been most helpful. 

2. Most of these reports are bound in with the quarterly reports of the Education 
Committee to the County Council, printed in Signed minutes and reports of 
the Leicestershire County Council (The volumes from 1903 to 1930 are in the 
County Record Office and those from 1931 to 1947 in the County Education 
Department). These quarterly reports are abbreviated in the notes below as 
Q.R., followed by the dates of the volume of minutes concerned. 

3. Thomas Cope of Osbaston Hall : b. 1840, educated at Rugby and Trinity 
College, Cambridge. B.A. 1863. M .A. 1866. Chairman of Bosworth Central 
Conservative Association and Governor of Bosworth Grammar School. Chair
man of the Technical Education Committee of the County Council in the 1890s 
and of the Education Committee from its inception. (W. T. Pike, ed., 
Contemporary Biographies (1902), 95). He retired from the chairmanship in 
1924 and died in the same year (Q.R. 84 & 86 (1924-5)). 

4. Robert Martin: b. 1874, educated at Eton and King's College, Cambridge, 
where he read for the newly-instituted Engineering Tripos. Graduating in 
1895 he became a civil engineer later returning to give many years of public 
service to the County. Elected to the County Council 1909, he became Chairman 
of the County Council and of the Education Committee in 1924. Died in 1961, 
aged 86. Also Chairman of the Committee of this Society 1933-53 and Presi
dent from 1953 (See obitgary notice in Transactions, XXVII (1961-2), 60-63). 

5. County Council minutes (1902-3), 228. 
6. He was born in Birmingham on 18 June, 1871 (The Times, 16 Feb. 1959). 
7. The principal report on elementary education is in Q.R. 4, 1904-5. For 

secondary education see Report on the provision for higher education in Lei
cestershire, presented 28 May, 1904, and Scheme of grants to grammar schools, 
1905. (Copies in the County Record Office). . 

8. These schools are now Upper Schools in the Leice$tershire Plan of Secondary 
Education. 
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9. The school at Barrow-upon-Soar became a Leicestershire Plan High School 
in 1967. The former grammar school pupils at Kibworth Beauchamp moved 
in 1964 to a new Upper School at Oadby, called the Beauchamp School to 
commemorate its origin. The old grammar school building at Kibworth was 
taken over by the former Hanbury Church of England school and is now called 
Kibworth High School. The school at Lutterworth became an Upper School in 
1967. 

10. Professor Fraser Brockington recalls journeys with his father in the back of 
his Phoenix, later changed to a Brazier and then a Buick (all open). 

II. Details from Who Was Who, vol. V, 1951-60 (1961)--s.v. Brockington. 
12. For further details of Schofield's work see The History of Loughborough 

College 1915-1952, published by the Past Students' Association, 1957 (copy in 
County Record Office). 

13. Alderman Alfred Adolphus Bumpus : b. 1851. Member of County Council for 
Loughborough Division, mayor of Loughborough, governor of Burton's charity 
and Hon. Sec. of Loughborough Division Liberal Association. (Pike, op. cit., 
93). Later was Chairman of the Governors of Loughborough College. Died 
1924, 

14. Brockington discussed this case in his Education Act 1918, Memorandum No. 1, 
attached to Q.R. 62 (1918-19), 

15, See also Brockington's Short Review of education in Leicestershire 1925-1928. 
(Copy in City Reference Library). He wrote a similar Short Review covering 
the period 1919 to 1925 but no copy has survived in any of the official reposi
tories\, Any local reader who has a copy is urged to deposit it at the County 
Record Office. 

16. From the report on The distribution of public elementary schools, July 1922, 
attached to Q.R . 77 (1922-3). 

17, Q.R. 76 (1922-3), 
18. Figures from A Short Review of education in Leicestershire 1937-1946. (Copy 

in City Reference Library). 
19, From report on The distribution of public elementary schools, July, 1922, 

attached to Q.R. 77 (1922-3). 
20. From A note on Loughborough College, April 1924, attached to Q.R. 84 

(1924-5). 
21. See especially Memorandum on the Report of the Committee on Local Expendi

ture, December 1932, attached to Q.R. II9 (1932-3), 
22. The Little Bible : selections for school and home, with an appendix for teachers 

(Oxford University Press, 1931). 
23. Ex inf. R. H. Holt. 
24. In July 1947 Mr. S. C. Mason, M.A., H.M. Inspector of Schools, Leicestershire 

and Rutland, was appointed Director of Education, to take up appointment on 
1 October 1947. (County Council minutes (1946-7), u3). 

25. Leicester Mercury, 16 Feb. 1959. 
26. From Second report on the distribution of public elementary schools, Oct. 1922, 

attached to Q.R. 78 (1922-3), 
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AND RUTLAND 

1967-1968 
Report from Leicester Museums and Art Gallery 

This Report covers the year ending 31 March 1968. Smaller casual finds, which 
are listed in the Annual Reports of the Museums and Art Gallery, are not included. 
The Report has been compiled by J. F. L. Norwood, Keeper of Antiquities, with the 
assistance of the staff of the Department of Antiquities, and acknowledgement is 
made to them and other contributors and sources as appropriate. 

LEICESTER 
AYLESTONE ROAD. 585027 
The redevelopment of Freemen's Common continued. Two cottages at the comer 
of Aylestone Road and Raw Dykes Road, erected to house the Overseers, were 
demolished. A stone commemorative plaque of 1805 and a centenary slate plaque 
of 1905 were saved from the cottages and are to be re-sited at a suitable opportunity. 

BATH LANE. 58080453 
The old Public Baths, opened in 1879, and used as offices in recent years by S. Russell 
& Sons Ltd., were demolished in December. Excavations by the Museum on the 
site revealed traces of an apsidal Roman building, probably a bath, the walls and 
floor of which had been robbed. Underneath were traces of a building of different 
plan, at least 12 ft. x 25 ft., and below this the beam slots and post holes of a timber 
structure. With this was associated a hearth (perhaps industrial) and quantities of 
bone ash. 

(Records and finds in Leic. Mus.) 
20 CHECKETTS CLOSE, 
A small bronze coin of Constantine I was found by Mr. G . F. Seager. 

GARTREE ROAD. 
Detailed examination of the evidence for the Roman Road leaving Leicester along an 
approximate SE alignment, and usually referred to as the Gartree Road, has taken 
place over the past three seasons (1965-7). 

Extant documentary evidence, including all available air photographs, has been 
consulted. The field work has included field walking during all seasons, excavation 
by transverse sections where necessary, resistivity surveying and preliminary experi
ments using portable ultrasonic apparatus generating sound waves of frequencies up 
to 0.5 MHz. This latter technique, although at an early stage of development for 
archreological applications, appears to show promise in the demonstration of sub
surface structures in a dense matrix. 

The alignment of the road has been accurately plotted from SK 636017 (junction 
of modem Gartree Road and Gaulby Lane, Stoughton) to SP 800930 (Medboume). 
The constructional details have been shown by excavation and resistivity surveys. 
There is now a considerable amount of evidence to suggest that the road alignment 
from SP 742958 (Glooston) to SP 800930 (Medboume) followed a different alignment 
to that usually accepted. 

It is hoped, in the 1968 season, to complete the survey to the SE by extending 
it to the River Welland with the hope that the river crossing can be established. 

On completion, the project in total, including excavational reports and details 
of the scientific investigations will be reported in an appropriate journal. 

J.A,DERRY 

60 
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REDCROSS STREET. 5826o428 
Excavations by the Museum at the lower end of Redcross Street showed that the 
subsoil had been much disturbed down to natural by a series of pits and gullies 
containing Roman pottery. A roughly-built medieval wall may have been part of the 
Castle complex. 

(Records and finds in Leic. Mus.) 

WEST BRl~GE. 58070434 
Excavations by the Museum in Duns Lane immediately west of the railway viaduct 
uncovered: 1. Eight complete and partial skeletons lying east-west, some in pairs. 
Those so far identified are all male; 2. A Roman street surface running north-south. 
This is an important extension of the western boundary of the town; 3. A military
type Roman ditch of different orientation to the street. It contained pottery of 
the second half of the first century A.D. and is further substantial evidence for a 
military station. 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

BREEDON-ON-THE-HILL. 406235 
Two upper and two lower stones of rotary querns were found some time ago while 
quarrying within the Iron Age hill fortress. They are now in the possession of Mr. 
Shields, of Breedon-on-the-Hill. 

D. REANEY 

BURROUGH HILL. SK 76rr19 
A 50 ft. square was opened in the northern portion of the hill fort, in an area in 
which the presence of pits had been suggested by a proton magnetometer survey, 
conducted in 1960 by Dr. M. Aitken of the University of Oxford. The aim was to 
examine as many pits as possible in order to recover arch::eological material which 
would shed light upon the cultural affinities of the inhabitants of the fort, and on 
dating. 

Twelve pits of various diameters and depths were discovered. Some contained 
little, but several held useful deposits of pottery and animal bones. The pottery 
included: sherds of hand made "Trent AB" type, sometimes with scoring on its 
surface, which evidence from other East Midland sites suggests may range in date 
from the 2nd century B.c. to the mid-1st century A.D.; one pit contained a quantity 
of wheel-made pottery of Belgic type of the period just prior to the Roman conquest; 
others contained pieces of Roman pottery. The topsoil produced a large number 
of Roman sherds also, which appear to range throughout the Roman period; this is 
supported by the discovery of 3rd- and 4th-century Roman coins. The general 
impression was of occupation over a long period of time. 

A preliminary study of the substantial quantity of animal bones found shows 
that pig, cow, sheep and horse are represented, and a detailed technical study will 
help to throw light on agricultural practice. 

Further excavation is planned to elucidate the history of the defences and to 
find our more about the nature of the occupation in the fort's interior. 

A. E. BROWN and D. D. A. SIMPSON 

BUCKMINSTER. 882220 
A rescue excavation was carried out by the Grantham Arch::eological Society on the 
site of a possible monastic grange, threatened by ironstone quarrying. Foundations 
of three stone-built buildings were uncovered: 7 ft. x 8 ft., 30 ft. x 15 ft. and 9 ft. x 
15 ft., together with a number of walls, a well and areas of cobbling. Sherds of 
12th-15th-century pottery and some iron nails were recovered. 

(Notes in Leic. Mus.) 
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CAVES INN (Tripontium). SP 57 535795 
The Rugby Archaeological Society has been excavating this site continuously in 
advance of gravel digging since 1962. The settlement was split in two by the Watling 
Street, and the eastern part, which is now probably totally destroyed, was investi
gated before 1964 and will be fully reported in the Birmingham Archteological Society 
Proceedings. Excavation has been carried on west of the A5 road since 1964 in 
limited areas, but in 1967, when the whole area became available, it was stripped 
mechanically to the Roman levels, revealing ditches for drainage and enclosure, 
foundations of timber buildings, cobbled areas, hearths, rubbish pits and two. addi
tional stone-lined wells, making, so far, seven for the settlement. One of these latest 
wells has been completely dismantled to its total depth of 40 ft., and yielded eight 
interesting wooden beams in the construction of its lowest part. All the beams, which 
are in excellent state of preservation and about 5 ft. long, are re-used timbers with 
joints from the previous use. An attempt is being made to preserve them. This well, 
like all the others, was filled in during the late-4th century A.D. or after. 

Near the highest part of the site there was a late-4th century single ditch, 
enclosing an area cut in two by the road. A length of about 500 ft. of the ro ft. deep 
ditch has been traced, indicating a rectangular enclosure. 

The earliest finds on the site date to about 50 A.D. and there is nothing to indicate 
post-Roman occupation other than the modern Cave's Inn Farm group of buildings. 

The only stone building found on the site is not threatened by gravel working 
and will be the subject of a careful excavation by the Society in the near future. Some 
work has already been done on this building which may be the Mansio. It is a typical 
corridor building, with hypocaust and bath unit. The painted wall plaster is of a 
high quality, but the most unusual feature is the large amount of graffitti. The build
ing was roofed with tegula which must all be washed and examined carefully. One 
has an alphabet, another has a complicated inscription (Jour. Roman Studies, L VI 
(1966), 223) and others have drawings, all cut into the clay before firing. 

J. LUCAS 
CROXTON KERRIAL. 850302 
3rd-4th-century Romano-British pottery and four mid-4th-century coins were found 
at Blackwell Lodge. 

GARENDON ABBEY. 502198 
Excavations by the Loughborough & District Archaeological Society under the direc
tion of Mr. B. C. J. Williams, on the east side of Garendon Hall, demolished in May 
1964, located three sides of a long rectangular building. The alignment is north
south: the overall width was 40 ft. 6 in. (internal width 30 ft.); the length is 
in excess of 82 ft. (the north wall remains to be found), and a resistivity survey 
suggests that the east wall continues northwards for a least another 30 ft. 

The wall foundations throughout consisted of rough forest stone set in rich red 
puddled clay with traces of lime mortar. They lay at an average depth of 14 in., and 
were covered by a mixture of pebble, forest stone rubble, and, just below turf level, 
18th-century pottery sherds and evidence of army ni~sen huts from the last war. The 
west wall averaged 6 ft. in width; possibly two more walls abutting on to it appeared 
to run west. At the south-west corner, a west-running wall appears integral to the 
main structure. The south wall was 6 ft. thick, and the east wall averaged 5 ft. to 
5 ft. 6 in. thick. The east wall also had two possible walls running east from it. In 
just a few places, and set some 6 in. from the inner and outer faces of the founda
tion, were ·small groups of forest stone blocks which were all that survive of the 
superstructure. 

Comparison with plan of the mother house of Waverley Abbey suggests that 
this structure was the undercroft and dorter range of the monks. If so, and if the 
plan is not much different from Waverley (the Cistercian Abbey of Garendon was 
founded in II33, only five years after Waverley Abbey), the proportions and actual 
size are very close indeed. Moreover, the western portions of the Abbey would run 
under the Hall, making the stone cellars noted in the Hall fall into the right position 
for having been the Abbey storage cellars usually built beneath the lay brethren's 
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dorter and parlour range. The general level of the ground would support this, 
inasmuch as the site lies on a distinctly level table of land that would nicely accommo
date the Abbey and its main buildings. 

Small finds from the excavation consisted of pottery (small green glazed sherds 
mainly), a little bone, charcoal, iron (mostly nail fragments), lead fragments (mostly 
window leading), fragments of small glass panes, some Swithland single-hole type 
roofing slates, and fragments of mediaeval floor tiles. 

For a full interim report, from which this account was abstracted, see Bulletin, 
Loughborough and District Archaological Society, 8 (1965), 3-14. Further excava
tions (1967-68) were continued on the site of the Cistercian Abbey, the eastern apse 
of the Chapter House was revealed with mid 14th-century floor tiles. A floor below 
was paved with tiles of 13th-century date. 

Corrigendum to note on Garendon Hall in Transactions XLI (1965-6), 69. 
Squire de Lisle writes, "The date 1836 should be 1863. Part of this house was on 
the monastic site, and one or two pieces of walls were made up from stones or from 
remnants of these Abbey walls. The Rutlands and Buckinghams no doubt used part 
of the Abbey buildings as an occasional residence, and Sir Anthony Phillips may 
also have done the same. His grandson, who was Squire from 1730-1737, designed 
a new front for Garendon in the Palladian style, and his brother executed the work 
in 1745. The Mansard roof (fourth storey) was added in 1862." Photographs of 
this roof remain in the library at Gracedieu Park where Squire de Lisle now lives. 

GLENFIELD 
A small bronze coin of Valentinian I was found at 35 Tysoe Hill by Mr. H. Davies. 

GLEN PARVA. 577981 
Excavations by the Leicestershire Archreological Excavation Group continued on 
this early-medieval moated site. 

K.CLARKE 

IDGH CROSS. SP 473887 
A test excavation was carried out on the NE fringe of Field 4368 adjoining Watling 
Street and the junction with Fosse Way (modern roads), an area 1,400 ft. in length 
and approximately 100 ft. in width. 62 test-holes at 50 ft. intervals were dug in two 
lines 25 ft. apart. 

Slight evidence was found of Iron-Age occupation in test-hole 51. This was 
represented by a small gully containing scraps of hand-made pottery and part of a 
?loom weight. 

Widespread evidence of continuous Romano-British occupation from the rst to 
the 4th-century A.D. was found over the whole area examined. A limit to the occupa
tion was provided at the SE end of the excavation (test-holes 56, 57 and 72), and on 
the SW side. at the NW end (test-holes 25-29). No trace of stone structures were 
found but post-holes, gullies, ditches, sumps and occupation levels suggesting hutted 
settlement alongside Watling Street was evident. 

A cutting (A) was dug across the line of Fosse Way and a drawn section of the 
road and associated underlying levels obtained. The cutting was extended NW-wards 
to examine part of the angle of the junction of Fosse Way and Watling Street. The 
cutting showed the road to be composed of small to large glacial stones and to be 
20 ft. in width and of an average depth of I ft. Several large post-holes of late date 
had been inserted into the road surface. 3rd- and 4th-century coins were found 
embedded in and on the surface of the road. A 3rd-century date is suggested for 
the road construction. Underlying the road were silt levels which ran throughout 
the cutting and overlaid a primary surface of compact pebbling laid on the original 
ground surface. The pebbled level was sealed by the road and extended to the NW 
where it was penetrated by contemporary and later post-holes, slots, gullies and 
ditches. A Flavian date is suggested for the pebbled level with occupation continuing 
throughout the 2nd century. Whether or not the pebbled level beneath the road 
represents the Fosse Way at its earliest phase could not be proved. 

For report on the excavations in I955 vid. Transactions XL (1964-5), 3-41. 
Interim report by E. GREENFIELD. 
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KIBWORTH HARCOURT. 678949 
A windmill mound was investigated by Mr. F. B. Aggas who cut a trial trench across 
the ditch and edge of the mound. Finds included a r3th-century storage jar, frag
ments of millstone, a carved bone tool and a small whetstone. 

KIBWORTH HARCOURT. 679950 
The attention of Mr. F. B. Aggas was drawn to a ploughed field producing large 
pebbles, Romano-British sherds and tile fragments. Excavation of an area r6 ft. x 
30 ft. revealed an area of pebbles in a right-angle formation enclosing dark soil with 
much Romano-British pottery, bone and roof and flue-tile fragments. A ditch 
underlying part of the pebbled area contained samian sherds and a large part of a 
cooking pot. Other finds included a bronze coin of Constantine I, fragments of 
quems and millstone. No definite building foundations were found. Further investi
gation and a derailed report are planned. 

LONG WHATTON (no exact location) 
An emergency excavation was carried out by the Shepshed Arch::eological Society in 
1964, at a Roman site lying between Piper and Oakley \Voods, occasioned by road 
works for the new Mr motorway. A Roman road was located, together with much 
pottery and small finds. Information from Bull. Loughborough and District Arch. 
Soc., 7, (1964), 49-50. 

J. MAY 

MISTERTON. 563836 
An enclosure of probably Iron Age or Romano-British date was located from the air. 

J. PICKERING 

NEWTON HARCOURT. c. 640970 
An antoninianus of ?Tetricus I was found in his garden by Mr. E. Martin. 

OSBASTON. 423044 
Osbaston Hall, built in 1750 and home of the Cope family since 1827, was sold in 
May. Restoration has been begun by the new owners. 

PECKLETON. 435000 
A large single ditch enclosure of some two acres in size was located from the air 
near Kirkby Mallory. 

J. PICKERING 

SAPCOTE. 487935 
Excavation on the medieval moated site continued by the Leicestershire Arch::e
ological Excavation Group. A section of the moat and a hearth were dug. 

SHARNFORD. c. 480918 
A fragment ot' a Roman mortarium and sherds of early-medieval pottery were found 
by Mr. C. R. Lees of 7 High Lees. 

THURMASTON. 6roo94 
The site of a demolished r4th-century cottage next to the parish church was investi
gated by children from Roundhill Secondary School. 

(Finds in the School) 

WESTRILL AND STARMORE. 593806 
An enclosure of probably Iron Age or Romano-British date, was located from the air; 

J. PICKERING 



ARCH.l\'..OLOGY IN LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND 

WHATBOROUGH 
This DMV, centred on SK 771059 (not 767060, as given by Hurst and Beresford in 
T.L .A.S. XXXIX), was depopulated in 1494-5. 

A survey in 1586 showed only a shepherd's cottage then standing at the 
northern end. 

On the RAF aerial photograph of the area the boundary bank and some of the 
internal features appear, but there is little detail. 

In July 1967 a low-level aerial survey was carried out, using a camera mounted 
on a radio-controlled model aeroplane, the intention being to define more accurately 
the area of occupation prior to ploughing of the adjacent land. 

Forty-eight photographs were accurately located by placing visible markers on a 
survey grid, and examination of these revealed sufficient detail to give a clear picture 
of the internal layout of the village. 

After ploughing, a small collection of pottery was made from the area immedi
ately adjacent to the DMV. This included body sherds and rims in both shelly and 
fine sandy fabrics, some of the latter being apparently twelfth-century types (cf. 
Kenyon, 'Jewry Wall, Fig. 60, p. 227). 

F. C. CLARKE. 


